
A Note from Mrs. Chumacero 
 

 
 
 

Dear Edgewater Families, 
 
It’s hard to believe that November is here, and that Winter is right 
around the                        corner! During the month of October, the 
staff and the School Accountability Committee finalized our school 
goals which are in Math and Restorative Practices. The focus of          
Restorative Practices is to develop community and to manage conflict 
and tensions by      repairing harm and building relationships. It shifts 
the focus from managing behavior to   focusing on building healthy 
and nurturing relationships. We will continue to offer sessions for 
families during Parent University to learn more about these practices, 
and how they can be used at home. Our next meeting will on Novem-
ber 28 from 5:00pm-6pm. We provide childcare and serve dinner at 
4:30pm.  Join us! 
 
In regards to our math goal, we will continue to offer Math Nights for 
families to learn           strategies to support your children at home. 
Our next Math Night will be December 7 from 5:00-6:00.  Also, we 
would like to start a math volunteer program to support our students 
at school. The plan is to teach volunteers math strategies that will 
support students in the           development of math concepts such as 
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. We would like to 
launch the program in January. If you are interested in joining us in 
this effort, please contact Ana Contreras, our Family Engagement Liai-
son, at 303-982-6050.   
 
Thank you for all you do to support the academic and social emo-
tional development of your children! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Katherine Chumacero 

3– Release Day– No School 

8– Picture Retakes 

8-SAC meeting                   
 5:30-6:30 pm 

9-  End of 1st trimester 

10– PTO meeting                  
 8:30-9:30 am 

14- 4th grade Field Trip 

20-24 Thanksgiving Break 

28– Parent University          
 4:30-6:30 pm 

 

November Events 

OWL NEWS 

Edgewater Elementar y  

November 1, 2017 

Office Hours: 7:30-3:45 

School Hours  

      (M, T, W, F) 8:10-3:15  

                      (Th ) 8:45-3:15  

Providing a quality education for every children every day. 



1ST GRADE NEWS 
 
Time is going so fast! We can not believe that the first trimester is almost over. Report cards will be going home soon. 
Here is what first grade has been up to: 
 
Math: We are still solving addition and subtraction problems. However, students will now have to find the unknown 
number in an equation. For example, 5 + _ = 9 Please make sure your child is completing their math homework. 
 
Reading: We have been working on different reading strategies. We are working on be-
ing able to retell a story. Please use this strategy at home when you read with your child. 
They should be able to tell you about the beginning, middle, and end of a story.  Please 
make sure that your child is reading at least ten minutes every night and that you are      
signing his or her reading log nightly. 
 
Writing: We are still working on writing our small moment stories. We will be publishing 
our stories soon, and will invite parents to a read aloud tea party. More information will 
come later. 
 
Social Studies/Science: We are learning about our family’s traditions and comparing 
them to other countries’         traditions. 
  
Sincerely, 
      Ms. Poole and Mrs. Najera 

KINDERGARTEN NEWS 
 
The Kindergartners are learning so quickly!  October has been a very busy time.  We enjoyed Fall Festival, 
saw the AZTEC dancers at the    assembly, went on our first field trip, and learned bus safety.  Here is what 
we have been learning in class: 
 
In Math we are learning to identify and write numbers all the way to 10.  We have been learning to tell sto-
ries of how we put together (addition) and take away (subtraction).  We also are learning the symbols + 
(plus or add to), - (subtract or take away) and = (same as).  Please check your Kindergartner’s math home-
work to see that they are correctly making their numbers and writing the correct values for each number. 
 
In Reading we are learning to use different reading strategies.  As we listen to stories we try to visualize 
what is happening.  We then draw a picture with many details to tell about the story.  We also make connec-
tions with the story when we think of things we know that are similar to what happens in the story.  Please 
help check your child’s homework to see that they are including lots of details for the characters they draw 
including; eyes, ears, mouth, nose, fingers, feet and colors.  Ask them to tell you the story of what they are 
drawing. 
In Writing: We continue to learn our capital and lower case letters.  We also are learning the phonics 
(sounds) for each letter.  We are practicing sounding out the first sounds and letters of words. 
 
Remember, next week is Halloween, if you want your child to participate, they 
should wear normal clothes and bring their costumes.  They put costumes on at 2:15 
pm. The school parade runs from 2:30 to 2:45 pm and the class party is 2:45 to 3:15 
pm.  Please let us know if you plan to be at the parade or party. 
November is less busy, but remember school is out for the Fall Holidays from Mon-
day, November 20th through  Friday, November 24th.  We will look forward to seeing 
all of our Kindergartners as they return to school on      Monday, November 27th.   
Sincerely, 
Ms. Hillstrom, Ms. Prisbrey, and Mr. Graham 



2ND GRADE NEWS 

 
Hello Parents 
October has been a wonderful month for us. We have been study-
ing poetry in writing, 
and have become very good poets. In reading we are learning strat-
egies to use in 
reading unknown words. Math has been fun and we are learning 
place value. In science 
We are learning about animal biomes, and this is very exciting and 
engaging! 
Thank you for your support, and continue to read with your child at 
home. 
Mrs. Nightengale 
Mrs Skanderbeg 
Nr. Gonzales 

      3RD GRADE NEWS 

 

Thank you third grade families for volunteering for our field trip to the Butterfly Pavilion. It was 
a complete success and our  students were able to get hands on experiences with our life cycle 
unit. We also wanted to thank everyone for coming in for   conferences. If you still need to 
meet with us please feel free to contact us at anytime. Our goal is to connect with all families. 
We are switching our learning from science to social studies and are beginning our studies on 
various types of  communities and regions. In reading we are working on understanding char-
acter journeys and motivations. In writing we are finishing our         published personal narra-
tive drafts and will continue working on narrative writing including fiction/imaginary storylines. 
We are continuing our work on multiplication and division in math. Students need to be fluent 
in multiplication and division facts 0-10. 
We love sharing parent strategies being used at home to help students with their learning. Dur-
ing conferences, one parent              mentioned that their family puts in a movie the student 
really wants to watch, turns off the volume, and turns on subtitles to have the student read the 
movie first to help with fluency. Then the student can watch the movie a second time with the                    
volume turned on and subtitles on or off for enjoyment. Thank you for sharing! 
Please keep an eye on Friday Folders for information about the upcoming Halloween parade 
and celebration. Each third           grade classroom does have a room parent for 
this party who is coordinating food and any active                   ties. Mrs. Mckib-
ben’s room parent is Brisa Tapia and Ms. Meyer’s is Penny Mays Draper. For                    
those families who do not celebrate, there will be other activities planned. 
   As always, thank you for all you do! 
    -Third Grade Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
4TH GRADE  NEWS 

 

As we welcome autumn into full swing, there are a few new 
focuses in 4th grade. We are moving on from space and 
learning about energy on Earth. Students will be focusing on 
the different types of energy as well as circuits. In social 
studies, we will be starting our Colorado unit. On November 
14, 4th grade to the                Colorado History Museum. 
Look for upcoming information about our field trip soon. 
Finally, please remember that students should be reading 
daily and               practicing multiplication tables at home. 

5TH GRADE NEWS 
 

We welcome to 5th grade Mr. 
Robinson. He has worked with chil-
dren for six years. In math, we have 
started adding and subtracting deci-
mals. Our writing unit continues to 
be about narratives and poetry. In 
reading, we are         developing 
character traits while inferring a 
character’s point of view. Our Colo-
nial America unit will be ending, and 
next month we’ll be  studying matter 
in science. 

 
Halloween is just around the corner! 
While we know our students are ex-
cited, please talk to your child about 
the importance of focusing on 
school and saving other behaviors 
for recess. Also, if your child is going 
to wear a costume for the  Hallow-
een parade ensure that they have no 
weapons nor blood and it’s not too 
scary. We don’t want to 
scare any preschoolers! 6TH GRADE NEWS 

 
Hi Families! 
Sixth graders have been very busy this past month. They 
have been working to find area and perimeter of polygons 
in Math.  Writing about personal              experiences that 
have made an impact on them. Analyzing characters in sto-
ries through Animal Farm. Using technology and creating 
websites to teach others about pre-columbian cultural na-
tions in the Western Hemisphere. Designing investigations 
that help them understand atoms within  chemical reactions. 
 
Some of our sixth graders have joined our school’s Yearbook 
Club this year. They are truly excited to have the opportuni-
ty to showcase our school and all the great activities that oc-
cur. This opportunity requires them to stay after school and 
photograph school events. Thank you to all sixth graders 
and                  families that are involved.    
 
And thank you to ALL of our families for your continued 
support! 
 
  Ms. Anderson 
  Ms. Lucatero 
  Mrs. Morgan 



Kinder students 
have started to 
paint! First 
grade artists 
are learning 
about the first 
artists- Cave 
people! 2nd 
grade has start-
ed to draw 
from observa-

tion- drawing what we see. 
Third grade artists have 
done some experiments 
about color and we will be 
applying our new color the-
ory knowledge to make 
signs for our  outdoor 
learning garden. Fourth 
grade has been building 
background on academic 
vocabulary so that we can 
be inventive in creating                      
abstraction. Fifth graders 
are                 learning about 
the elements and    princi-
ples of design so that they 

can create 
stronger com-
positions. 
Sixth grade 
has been con-
necting what 
they are learn-
ing in math 
about                  
geometry by               
making M.C. 
Escher in-
spired                        

tessellations. 
 
Ms. Wood 

This month in music, 6th and 5th grade have been 

working on             identifying and reading music in 

both the treble and bass clef. 4th grade is begin-

ning to work on our musical “Colorado”, which we 

will be performing in February. 3rd Grade continues 

to work on their musical “Bugz!”, which will be per-

formed on November 15th. 2nd grade has been 

working hard at identifying, creating, and                           

performing rhythms. Finally, 1st grade and Kinder-

garten are                          practicing identifying 

when a sound is loud and quiet and fast and slow. 

Thank you for your continued support!  

Ms. Loew 

Music News 
Art News 

Staying Active 

Indoor activities to keep kids active during 

our Colorado cold days. 

 1. Have a dance party- crank up the mu-

sic and get moving.  

2. Exercise together- do jumping jacks or 

push ups, run in place, or try sit ups  

3. Play Simon Says and make it as active as                  

possible  

4. Create a fun indoor obstacle course 



From the Desk of our Family Engagement Liaison….. 

  

Incredibly, the month of October has ended and I would like to thank all the 
participants and volunteers who supported us in the different events held: our 
Fall Festival, PTO meeting, SAC meeting, and our  Parent University where we 
discussed Restorative Practices. All these events were carried out with the same 
purpose: the education of our children. We hope to have your continued sup-
port and participa- tion in our upcoming 
events. 

 

Want to spend 5 minutes a day helping your children learn math?  The coolest 
app available in the self service app on your childs ipad is Bedtime 
Math.  Alternatively download the app, Bedtime Math or go to the web-
site, http://bedtimemath.org/.  It has a daily story about an event with leveled 
math questions. My own children will not go to sleep without doing bedtime 
math, and it really only takes 5 minutes! 

http://bedtimemath.org/


Social Emotional Learning in Kindergarten through 2nd grade: 
In Kindergarten through 2nd grade, our students are working with Cierra Pierce, JCMH Pre-
vention Specialist. They learning to solve problems with our Brainwise program. Everyone Has 
Problems:  Problems come in different sizes and we have to know when help is needed to 
solve problems wisely. Currently, students are focusing on Wise Way #3: Red Flag             
Warnings.  These are signals that our body sends to warn us of a problem.  Examples are rapid 
heartbeat, clenched fists, tense muscles, and facial expressions. It is important that we recog-
nize our own red flag warnings so that we can “stop and think” and use our wizard brain.  It is 
also important that we recognize other’s red flag warnings, so that we can respond to them in 
a wise way.  Ask your kids about their red flags warning and talk to them about your own! 
 
Social Emotional Learning in 3rd Grade 
In 3rd grade, students are working with Jessica Riley, SEL Specialist using Second Step curricu-
lum. Students are building foundational skills necessary for successful participation in learn-
ing. Specifically, we are learning to focus attention by       concentrating and ignoring distrac-
tions, using their eyes, ears, and brain. They are learning to listen with attention by           fo-
cusing on the speaker and remembering what they hear, wait their turn to speak, and think of 
questions. They are also learning to use self-talk (speaking to yourself in a quiet voice in your 
head) to help focus attention, remember directions, and ignore distractions. Lastly, they are 
learning to be assertive by using assertive posture and tone of voice and using respectful 
words, and applying assertiveness skills to get what they want or need. Make sure to join Sec-
ond Step.org with the following activation key: SSP3 FAMI LY73 to watch videos about the 
Step Program and get information about what your student is learning. 
 
Social Emotional Learning in 4th through 6th Grade 
In 4th-6th grade, students are working with Jessica Riley, SEL Specialist using Second Step cur-
riculum. Students are                  developing ability to have empathy for others and express 
compassion, as well as building student’s skills for learning to be successful in school. They are 
learning to understand their own feelings, take others’ perspective, and show compassion for 
others by saying or doing something kind and helpful. They are also learning to listen with at-
tention, and be assertive, as well as show respect for others, 
and learning to disagree respectfully. Make sure to join  Sec-
ond Step.org with the following grade-level activation key to 
watch videos about the Step Program and get information 
about what your student is learning. (Activation Keys: 4th 
Grade: SSP4 FAMI LY74; 5th Grade: SSP5 FAMI LY75; 6th Grade: 
SSP6) FAMI LY12) 
 
Sincerely, 
Jessica Riley 
Social-Emotional Learning Specialist 



Adapted from: “Resiliency: Strategies for Parents and Educators,” Virginia Smith Harvey, Help-
ing Children at Home and School II: Handouts for Families and Educators, NASP, 2004 
 
Adversity is a natural part of life. At some point, we all face difficulties, such as family prob-
lems, serious illness, a personal crisis, or a painful loss. Being resilient is important to dealing 
with adversities like these. While most parents hope that their children never face extreme ad-
versity, successfully facing tough situations can actually foster growth and give children the 
skills to be more resilient in the future. 
 
Most people have a natural tendency to adapt and bounce back from adversity. However, par-
ents can help their children learn to face challenges successfully, whether it is the stresses of 
everyday life, such as academic difficulties or problems with friends, or severe adversity, such 
as losing a home and being displaced from normal routines for months. Following are five 
ways to promote resiliency in your children and help protect them from long-term ill affects 
of difficult experiences. 
 
1. Think positive! Modeling positive attitudes and positive emotions is very important. 
Children need to hear parents             thinking out loud positively and being determined to 
persist until a goal is achieved. Using a “can do” problem-solving             approach to prob-
lems teaches children a sense of power and promise. 
2. Express love and gratitude! Emotions such as love and gratitude increase resiliency. 
Praise should always occur much more often than criticism. Children and adolescents who are 
cared for, loved, and supported learn to express positive                 emotions to others. Posi-
tive emotions buffer kids against depression and other negative reactions to adversity. 
3. Express yourself! Resilient people appropriately express all emotions, even negative 
ones. Parents who help kids become more aware of emotions, label emotions appropriately, 
and help children deal with upsetting events are giving them useful life skills. 
4. Get fit! Good physical health prepares the body and mind to be more resilient. 
Healthy eating habits, regular exercise and adequate sleep protect kids against the stress of 
tough situations. Regular exercise also decreases negative emotions such as anxiety, anger, 
and depression. 
5. Foster competency! Making sure that children and adolescents achieve academically 
is great protection against adversity. Children who achieve academic success and who devel-
op individual talents, such as  playing sports, drawing, making 
things, playing musical instruments or playing games are much 
more likely to feel      competent and be able to deal with stress 
positively. Social competency is also important. Having friends and 
staying connected to friends and loved ones can increase resiliency. 
Social competency can even be created by helping others. 
 
Protecting our children against all of life’s unexpected painful 
events is not possible.            Giving them a sense of competency 
and the skills to face adverse circumstances can be a valuable lega-
cy of all parents. Resiliency can be built by understanding these im-
portant foundations. The more we practice these approaches; the 
better able our children will be to weather whatever life brings. 
 


